


D E P A R T M E N T   O F   I N T E R I O R   D E S I G N 
Additional information can be obtained from the department web page 

http://web.dcp.ufl.edu/interior/ 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
ACCREDITATION 

THIS PROGRAM IS ACCREDITED BY THE FOUNDATION FOR INTERIOR DESIGN EDUCATION RESEARCH (FIDER) AS A 
FIRST PROFESSIONAL DEGREE.  Our curriculum leads to a Bachelor of Design, Major: Interior Design.  
Florida's practice act for interior designers requires graduation from a FIDER accredited program - as do 
other jurisdictions requiring licensure or title registration for the practicing, professional interior designer. 

 
NCIDQ - LICENSURE & PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

To be a licensed Interior Designer in the State of Florida, interior designers must graduate from a FIDER 
accredited interior design program. Our graduates then must work for a Licensed Interior Designer or 
Registered Architect as a full-time interior design practitioner for two years, then pass the National 
Council for Interior Design Qualifications (NCIDQ) certification examination. Passage of the NCIDQ exam 
is also required for full membership in the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID), the International 
Interior Design Association (IIDA), and the Institute of Store Planners (ISP). Our alumni have performed 
strongly on this exam. 
 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA’S DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR DESIGN 
 
THE EMPHASIS IN THE FIRST TWO YEARS IS ARCHITECTURE.   

Development of an architectural vocabulary and approach to design are essential parts of the interior 
designer's professional education. Specific technical background is required to understand how interior 
spaces function within an architectural context.  Developing the necessary skills and completing the 
baccalaureate degree usually takes our students 4 to 4 1/2 years. 

 
DESIGN STUDIO SEQUENCE 

This interior design program is built around a series of eight design studios that must be taken in 
sequence. The design studio sequence begins in the Fall Semester or Summer-A.  It is NOT 
RECOMMENDED that students begin the design studio sequence in the summer unless the math (pre-
calculus or college algebra/trigonometry) AND physics (applied physics) requirements have been 
completed.  It is a tremendous asset to have a minimum level of graphic skill (freehand drawing & 
drafting) prior to beginning the design studios.  While this graphic preparation is not mandatory, it will 
prevent having to play "catch up" for several semesters. 

 
Our education philosophy relates design to contemporary issues.  The history of architectural interiors 
provides a base to build upon, but we cannot reproduce the past and remain an integral part of our 
profession's future in an ever-changing social environment.  This program focuses on developing creative 
and critical thinking abilities - skills needed for design process and understanding design, environmental 
and social issues that impact the profession. 
 

SELECTIVE ADMISSION 
Students seeking admission to our upper division must make application through the department while 
enrolled in IND 2214 (Spring Semester, second year).  The student must provide a letter of application 
and design/install an exhibit of work from design studios.  One or two items from outside design/art 
training may be included.  Each year approximately 32 students are selected to enter the upper division 
professional program.  Applicants must be highly motivated, have a minimum GPA of 2.85, and their 
exhibit must demonstrate strong design skills. 

 
APPLICATION OPTIONS 

UNDERGRADUATE:   
1. Students may apply directly from high school.  They must meet University entrance requirements. 
2. The University requires that students enrolled in community colleges complete an Associate of Arts 

degree prior to applying to UF and have earned a minimum overall GPA of 2.85.  Completing the 
Associate’s degree automatically fulfills General Education and Gordon Rule requirements. No additional 
credits may be transferred from the community college level after completion of the Associates of Arts 
degree. 

3. Students transferring from other 4-year institutions must meet University and major entrance 
requirements (minimum overall GPA of 2.85) and complete all UF degree requirements for graduation. 
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POST BACCALAUREATE:  
Applicants who have earned a bachelor or masters degree may be accepted for post-baccalaureate to 
complete leveling work and the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) in preparation for entering the Master of 
Interior Design (MID) program.  Specific course work for students pursuing the MID will depend on the 
applicant’s background, design aptitude and progress as assessed by the Graduate Coordinator. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINES: 
• Fall - March 1st 

• Summer - February 1st 

 
RESOURCES 

A list of resources is provided for those with special needs. 
 

CATALOG REQUESTS : APPLICATIONS : 
AVAILABLE ONLINE 
http://www.reg.ufl.edu/01-02-catalog/ 
or  send 
$5.00 to: 
University of Florida Bookstore PO Box 114000 
The HUB 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, FL 32611-8450 
352/392-019 
 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 
http://www.reg.ufl.edu/regadmi.htm 
 
or write 
 
Office of Admission 
S103 Criser Hall 
Gainesville, FL 32611 
352/392-1365 

FINANCIAL AID : HOUSING : 
AVAILABLE ONLINE 
http://www.ufsa.ufl.edu/SFA/SFA.html 
 
or write 
 
 
Student Financial Services 
Gainesville, FL 32611 
352/392-1275 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 
http://www.housing.ufl.edu/housing/ 
 
or write 
 
 
Division of Housing 
SW 13th Street & Museum Road 
Gainesville, FL 32611 
352/392-2161 

 
 You can make Inquiries through Florida Relay Service: 800/955-8771 or 800/955-8770 (voice)   

 
APPLICATION FOR UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER STUDENTS: 

During the last semester of your studies for the Associates of Arts degree OR in accordance to the 
application deadlines if you are not currently attending school send your application materials to the 
Office of Admission.  When the required information has been received Admissions will put your 
application on the online referral system for this department.  We try to respond to applications within a 
week of the time they are placed online.   
 
All community college transfer students must complete the CLAST Examination and all General 
Education requirements. 
 

APPLICATION FOR POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS: 
In response to policy changes at the University of Florida, all post-baccalaureate students will be directed 
toward the Master of Interior Design (MID) program. The Office of Admissions forwards a hard copy of the 
post-baccalaureate application packet to the department and we try to respond to you within a week of 
receiving your packet.  Post-baccalaureate students will be admitted to complete course work required to 
prepare for this advanced degree program.  Your application and the requested transcript information, test 
scores (including GRE’s and TOEFL, for international students) must be forwarded to the Office of 
Admission.  Having successfully completed leveling course work, students will need to apply for the MID 
program.  

Advising Packet  Department of Interior Design     2/4/2003 page 3 

http://www.reg.ufl.edu/01-02-catalog/


 
the    department   of  interior    design 

undergraduate advising diagram 
 University of Florida,  College of Design, Construction & Planning,  Box 115705,  Gainesville, FL 32611-5705  

  Janine M. King, Chair     352/392-0252 x 334       

          
Pre-Professional Program (Lower Division)       
  FALL   SPRING FALL   SPRING   
         Selective Admission   

  ARC1301* 4 CR  ARC 1302 4 CR  ARC 2303 5 CR   IND 2214 5 CR   
  Architectural Design I  Architectural Design 2 Architectural Design 3  Intro to Arch Interiors   

                
  IND 1020* 2 CR       IND 2313 3 CR    IND 2635 (H/GR) 3CR
  Design Arch Interiors    Interior Graphics  Theory of Interior Design

                
  IND 2100* (H) 3 CR  IND 2130* (H) 3 CR IND2422       3 CR      IND 2460 3 CR  
  History of Interiors I  History of Interiors 2 Interior Design Materials Computer/3D Design   

               
  MAC 1147 (M) 4CR      PHY 2004   (P)                      3 CR CGS 2470 (M)                       3 CR  Phy/Biol Sci - P/B  3 CR  
 College Pre-Calulus (Alg/Trig)                 Applied Physics CADD/Arch Majors     

       
  ENC 1101/Composition - (C)     3 CR   ENC 2210  (C)   3CR 
     Technical Writing                   

       
     Soc/Behav Sci   (S/B)             3 CR       

           
  IND credits 9 CR     7 CR    11 CR     11 CR 38 CR
         
  Credits 16 CR     16 CR   14 CR     14 CR 60 CR

jking@ufl.edu

             
Notes:            
 ARC 1301 is offered only during FALL & SUMMER-A .        
 * These courses must be completed with a C or better      
  All Pre-Professional requirements (60 credits) must be completed before entering the Professional Program.  
 University General Education Requirements        
 Gordon Rule           
 Communication  24,000 words -  Freshman Comp + courses to total 24,000 words of writing 
 Computation/Math  6 credits        
 Humanities   9 credits        
 Phy/Biol Sciences  9 credits        
 Soc/Behav Sciences  9 credits        
 Summer Session Requirement:  9 credit hours prior to graduation      
  Students who have earned a 60 credit hour AA are exempt from summer session requirement   
             

Professional Program (Upper Division)          
  FALL   SPRING FALL SPRING   

  IND 3215 5 CR   IND 3216 5 CR IND 4225 6 CR  IND 4226 6 CR   
  Arch Interiors I  Arch Interiors II Adv Arch Interiors I Adv Arch Interiors II   

              
  IND 3468 3 CR  IND 3431 3 CR IND 4450 4 CR IND 4440 3 CR   
  ET for Interiors  Lighting Design Adv Det/Const Docs Furniture Design   

            

  IND 3424 4 CR  IND 3505 3 CR Soc/Behav Sci (S/B)     3 CR    IND Div Elect              3 CR   
  Interiors Const Docs  Professional Practice     

      Upper Div Elect             3 CR    Upper Div Elect           3 CR   
  Phy/Biol Sct - (P/B)                          3CR    Soc/Behav Sci  (S/B)            3 CR     

                    
  IND Credits 12 CR     11 CR   13 CR    12 CR 48 CR
  Credits 15 CR     14 CR   16 CR   14 CR 60 CR

Interior Design Undergraduate Curriculum - total of 120 CR
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 INTERIOR DESIGN COURSES 
Instructional Staff:  J. M. King, Chair, P. Abbott, M. J. Hasell, J. P. Marsden, H. Moussatche, S. D. Tate, J. Winebrenner 

 
IND 1020 - 2 credits - Introduction to the Design of Architectural Interiors 

This course provides an overview of the interior design profession.  Emphasis on interiors designed to 
enhance human activity while observing life safety codes and human welfare..  Examination of significant 
interiors and furniture components are considered part of the design process. 

 
IND 2100 - 3 credits - History of Interior Design I 

History of interior spaces, design philosophy, interior elements in architectural and sociological context.  
Students study the record of human achievement expressed in the built environment.  This course is a 
foundation for contemporary design and interior preservation practice. Course content focuses on the 
ancient world through early 19th century.  Slide lecture, discussion, outside research. 

 
IND 2130 - 3 credits - History of Interior Design II 

Continues the foundation laid in History of Interior Design I.  The evolution of contemporary design 
philosophy provides a foundation for contemporary design and interior preservation practice.  19th century 
revival through current developments. Slide lecture, discussion, outside research. 

 
IND 2214 - 5 credits - Introduction to Architectural Interiors 

This course introduces students to the design of micro interior environments that relate to the 
architectural setting.  Students study human dimensions and spatial activity requirements plus, explore 
design process and the graphic communication of interior design ideas. 

 
IND 2313 - 3 credits -Interior Design Communication 

Conceptual process, design theory and programmatic concerns involved in residential, institutional and 
commercial interior design.  Emphasis is placed on visual communications techniques including an 
explanation of media and the forms of visual communication of design concepts. 

 
IND 2422 - 3 credits - Interior Materials  

Study of interior finish materials; focus on sustainability characteristics, estimating, fabrication and 
installation. 

 
IND 2460C - 3 credits - Computer Applications in Three Dimensional Design 

This course introduces the use of the computer as a tool for interior design illustration, drafting and design 
development.  This is a fundamental computer graphics course for interior design students, building skills 
and technical knowledge in image processing, 2-D drawing and 3-D modeling of building interiors. 

 
IND 2635 - 3 credits - Theory of Interior Design 

This course is an introduction to significant theories concerning the interaction of people and interior 
architecture.  Students will survey normative theories, philosophies and doctrines of design and explore 
their influences.  Students will be encouraged to articulate theories based upon facts as a central part of 
generation of their own design solutions. 

 
IND3215 - 5 credits - Architectural Interiors I 

Students learn to develop designs of interior spaces from conceptual phases to final design resolution. 
Instruction emphasizes the consideration of information about the building, the site and the users as 
significant criteria for design decision-making.  Students engage a three dimensional design process and 
detailed graphic representation to explore designing residential, commercial and institutional places. 

 
IND 3216 - 5 credits - Architectural Interiors II 

Conceptual process, design theory and programmatic concerns involved in residential, commercial and 
institutional interior design.  Emphasis is placed on professional applications and the interior designer as 
an environment problem solver. 

 
IND 3424 - 4 credits - Interior Design Construction Documents 

This course is a systematic overview of construction systems, interior design technologies and materials 
with emphasis on the communication of design ideas to various people who build interior architecture. 
Emphasis is on learning how construction systems and interior detailing are an extension of the overall 
design concept. 
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IND 3431 - 3 credits - Interior Lighting Design 

Introduction to lighting design based upon critical awareness of the luminous environment and principles 
and perceptions of light.  Graphic exercises in lighting design and lighting calculations based on student 
design solutions. 

 
IND 3468 - 3 credits - Interior Environmental Technologies 

Interior environmental conditions are explored with specific attention to their impact on human sensory 
reactions, psychological factors, impact on sustainability, health, safety and satisfaction.  The vocabulary 
and concepts of interior environmental technology will be related to the process of interior design. 

 
IND 3505 - 3 credits - Issues in Professional Practice of Interior Design 

Students learn about office practices and design project management, contract documents, associated 
legal issues, marketing strategies, professional ethics, staff personnel practices, and career planning will 
be explored in detail.  Integration of computer software for project scheduling and time management will 
be studied through assigned projects.  A case study exploration of ethics and contracting for design 
services will be used.  

 
IND 4225 - 6 credits - Advanced Architectural Interiors I 

This studio explores advanced problems in interior design, with emphasis on design in urban settings, 
students explore linking the infrastructure of large urban spaces to the details of individual interior spaces, 
including open office planning and design of medical facilities. 

 
IND 4226 - 6 credits - Advanced Architectural Interiors II 

This course continues lessons learned in IND 4225. Involving programming as well as conceptual through 
final design and selective detailing of each project.  Projects provide a critical examination of problems in 
hospitality and "high end" residential design. 

 
IND 4440 - 3 credits - Furniture Design 

The study of materials, joinery and detailing of furniture for interior spaces.  Design of custom furniture 
design. 

 
IND 4450C - 4 credits - Advanced Interior Design Detailing and Construction Documents 

Advanced problems in design and detailing of interior finish systems such as interior architectural 
components and cabinetry.  Students explore and produce interior mechanical and millwork drawings and 
construction documents.  Integration of building codes and life safety issues. 

 
SPECIAL TOPICS 

 
IND 3905 - 1-6 credits - Special Studies in Interior Design 

Pre-requisite: Chairman Approval   Study of special areas of Interior Design adjusted to the student's 
need. 
 

IND 4930 - 1-6 credits (maximum) - Special Topics 
Pre-requisite: IND 3215 Special topics seminar in Interior Design.  Enrollment is based upon 
recommendation of the Chairman. 

 
UPPER DIVISION INTERIOR DESIGN ELECTIVES 
 
IND 4150 - 3 credits  - Preservation of Historic Interiors: History & Theory 

This course introduces historic preservation, with emphasis on restoration, rehabilitation and adaptive use 
of historic building interiors, including the theory and history of the preservation movement at the 
international and national levels.  Seminar discussions allow for presentation of findings from readings 
and case studies.  Written exercises include the development of a statement of significance of a specific 
historic interior.  Graphic exercises include documentation of significant interior spaces or features. 

 
IND 4152 - 3-6 credits - Technology of Historic Interiors I 

An introduction to the preservation process for the interior of a historic building.  Requirements of the 
Secretary of the Interior Standards, the National Park Service Historic Structures Report format and other 
prevailing codes and standards will be studied.  The appropriate processes will then be applied to case 
studies. 
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IND 4153 - 3-6 credits - Technology of Historic Interiors II 
Introduction to historic treatments of interior surfaces and interior architectural features, including a review 
of American historic building periods and interior treatments of each period.  Specific historic interiors will 
be reviewed (i.e., Mt. Vernon, Montpelier, Drayton Hall, The Octagon and Washington Union Station). 
  

GENERAL EDUCATION GUIDE 
 

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS,  
The following table lists required courses that fulfill general education requirements. 

 

Gordon Rule Humanities 
Social/Behavioral 
Sciences (S) 

Physical/Biological 
Science (P-B) 

International 
&Diversity 
Studies 

Math (6 credits) 
Writing (9 credits) 

(9 credits) (9 credits) (9 credits) (6 credits) 

MAC 1147  4 credits 
CGS 2470  3 credits 
IND 2635  3 credits 
ENC 2210  3 credits 

IND 2130  3 credits 
IND 2100 3 credits 
IND 2635 3 credits 

 PHY 2004  3 credits 
 

IND 2635  3 credits 
 

 
ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN COURSES BY SEMESTER (LOWER DIVISION) 
 

Fall 1st year 
Spring 1st 
year Fall 2nd year Spring 2nd year 

ARC 1301 ARC 1302 ARC 2303 IND 2214 
IND 1020  IND  2313 IND 2422 
IND 2100 IND  2130 IND 2635+ IND 2460 
    

 
RECOMMENDED MINORS:  

Although we traditionally recommend a minor in Business administration, many University of Florida 
Colleges offer Minor areas of study. We recommend that you pursue a minor that best suits your 
interests. Please refer the minors listed for different colleges under curricula in the Undergraduate 
catalog. You can find the catalog online at the following url: 
http://www.reg.ufl.edu/02-03catalog/ 

 
Students must apply to the particular College for admission to the minor.  Applicants must be admitted to 
an upper division college prior to applying for the minor. 

 
RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES 

The following courses have been mentioned by alumni as "somebody should have made me take…" 
courses. 
 

ARC 3291 Computer Graphics/Architectural 
Photography 

ARC 5800 Survey of Architectural Preservation 
ART 2305 Form & Space 
BUL 4310 The Legal Environment of Business 
EEX 3312 Exceptional People 
SPC 2300 Interpersonal Communication 
COM 4930  Interviewing 
BCN 2400 Construction Mechanics I (Summer) 
BCN 2401   Construction Mechanics II (Summer 

 

ARC 4801 Survey of Architectural Preservation 
LAA 4935 Gardens of the World 
ART 2306 Motion & Movement 
ENC 3250 Professional Communication 
PHY 1033 Discovering Physics 
SPC 2351 Listening 
SPC 4441 Small Group Communication 
TPA 3070 Drawing & Craft for the Stage 
BCN 1252 Construction Drawings 
URP 4000 Preview of Urban & Regional Planning 
BCN 1210 Construction Materials 

You must have met all pre-requisite requirements for any course you wish to take. 
Interior Design degree requirements include 6 hours of upper division electives (3000 level or above). 
 
Course work from Community Colleges cannot be substituted for upper division elective 
requirements. 
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